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Most people are both repelled and intrigued by the images of cold-blooded, conscienceless

murderers that increasingly populate our movies, television programs, and newspaper headlines.

With their flagrant criminal violation of society's rules, serial killers like Ted Bundy and John Wayne

Gacy are among the most dramatic examples of the psychopath. Individuals with this personality

disorder are fully aware of the consequences of their actions and know the difference between right

and wrong, yet they are terrifyingly self-centered, remorseless, and unable to care about the

feelings of others. Perhaps most frightening, they often seem completely normal to unsuspecting

targets--and they do not always ply their trade by killing. Presenting a compelling portrait of these

dangerous men and women based on 25 years of distinguished scientific research, Dr. Robert D.

Hare vividly describes a world of con artists, hustlers, rapists, and other predators who charm, lie,

and manipulate their way through life. Are psychopaths mad, or simply bad? How can they be

recognized? And how can we protect ourselves? This book provides solid information and

surprising insights for anyone seeking to understand this devastating condition.
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After reading this extremely sobering text, and it is strongly suggested you do, you will recognize

someone in your past, present or future to be a psychopath. As Hare suggests, it is dangerous to

label individuals without proper clinical research including intense interviews and applying the



"Psychopathic Checklist" before a likely diagnosis can be made. However recent research has

shown that there are literally millions of psychopaths in jail, mental institutions or simply walking the

streets. They can be in your work places, a problem child or sharing your bed. It's a frightening

thought, and this book has been written to outline the essential characteristics of the psychopath

and a general "survival guide" to help us recognize and prevent the majority of harm to oneself and

our loved ones.Hare provides many case histories from thousands of interviews with psychopaths

and their victims. The renowned psychopathic checklist that he and his team developed over many

years has proved to be a worthwhile tool in diagnosis. Most of these case histories are terrifying and

ultimately sad as the psychopath invariably leaves a wake of destruction wherever they are and with

whom they come in contact. These predators are the grand seducers because they have developed

a strategy to detect one's weaknesses, doors of opportunity, to attain their every desire, whether

money, sex or power. These characteristics seem obvious on first reading, but are a little more

difficult to spot in actual physical contact.The psychopath is usually glib and superficial, egocentric

and grandiose and most importantly feels no guilt or remorse after committing an illegal or terrible

act. Most often they are impulsive, deceitful and highly manipulative.
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